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20 Sep 23 

 

Minutes of the Army Orienteering Association Military League South Annual General 

Meeting, 26 Sep 2023 

 

Present Lt Col Richard Mawer (RM) AOA Chairman/ MLS Chairman Chair 

 Maj Richard Barrett (RB)   

 WO2 Des Dickinson (DD) MLS Sec  

 Allan Farrington (AF)  AOA Tech Adviser/EMIT UK   

 Colin Holcombe (CH)   

 Jamie Ransom (JR)   

    

Apologies WO1 John Leddy (JL) AOA Treasurer, MLS Treasurer  
 Neil Gordon (NG) 

 
MLS Results Secretary  

 

 Action 

Introductions and opening remarks 

1. The Chairman welcomed all and thanked them for their attendance, 
stating that the purpose of the AGM was to focus on the proposed rule 
amendments for the 23/24 League season.  

Review of previous minutes (AGM held in Jan 2021) 

2. No actions outstanding from previous minutes. 

Chairman points  

3. The Chairman had no further points to raise. 

4. Committee.  No changes to current appointments: 

Chairman: Lt Col Richard Mawer 
Secretary: WO2 Des Dickinson 
Treasurer: WO1 John Leddy 
Results Secretary: Neil Gordon 
 

If anyone would like to put their name forward for vacancies as they arise, 
please inform the committee. 

Rules update/amendments (see pdf attached for further detail). 

5. The following rule updates/amendments were proposed and agreed: 

a. Major unit team composition. Reduced to team of 4 and 
maximum points available for hosting reduced to 400 points. 

b. MLS personnel eligibility, include MOD contractors on unit 
strength as eligible personnel. 

c. MLS Individual Championship, personnel eligibility to be as per 
para 13. 

d. MLS Individual Championship, W50+ to be on Blue course. 

e. Veterans (ex-service) Class to be included in League prizes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 
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 Action 

f. Results field, add a field to include Corps. 

g. Harris Championship, major unit team composition to be 
reduced to 3, expand female, U25 teams to include civilian teams and 
amend veterans team to refer to ex-service personnel. 

Secretary points 

6. No points 

Treasurer points 

7. Current treasurer is due to leave the Service and the MLS will require 
a new MLS Treasurer. All to consider potential candidates and the 
Chairman is willing to personnel approach them if required. 

Equipment  

8. New set of controls complete from 31 to 79. 

AOB 

9. RB raised the question about extending the start and course closure 
times by half hour, the following points were raised in this regard: 

a. AF said that in his experience that when previously done, there 
has been very few or no entries starting within that window.  

b. With reduced daylight hours during League Season by 
extending the course closure time it raises the risk level in the event of 
lost personnel with regard to finding them and potential of cold injury. 

c. Long day for Organiser, Planner and Controller. 

d. The additional increase in the length of the event would be more 
manageable if the MLS didn’t rely as heavily on the same personnel 
organising, planning, controlling or timing the event. 

e. The MLS committee should consider early evening events for 
Summer Series which may mitigate heat injury risk and allow 
additional military personnel to attend. (i.e. starts 1600-1800) 

f. Consider if the Organiser is willing to extend start/finish time on 
request of a unit with the caveat that this needs to be a viable number 
of personnel starting at this time. 

10. Appreciation.  

11. The Chairman extended his thanks to all those who managed to 
attend this AGM and for their input and advice. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Committee 
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 Action 

Date of next AGM. 

12. TBC. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

{Original Signed} 

 

T Dickinson 

WO2 

Secretary MLS 
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